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LIFE   AND  ^  DEATH 

O  F 

TOM  THUMB, 

tHE  LITTLE  GIANT, 


GRUMBO  thfr  GRE4T  GIANr, 
King  of  the  Country  of  Eagles. 


ED  I  NS  U  R  G  H  I 

Printed  at  the  Foot  of  the  FTorfe. 
wvik].       ^Piice  One  Pcnnv. : 
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The  Life  of  Tom  Thumb, 

MR  Thomas  Thumb  was  the  fon  of 
Mr.  Theophilus  Thumb,  of 
Thumb-Hall,  in  Northumberland. 
At  the  Time  of  his  Birth,  the  Sua 
vjzs  eclipfed  ;  which,  is  fuppofed, 
fiinted  his  Grouth  and  made  him 
almoft  invifible^  His  Father  was 
greately  difconcerted  at  having  fucb 
a  little  tiney  toy  of  a  Child,  and  his 
Mother  too  forgot  her  duty  to  him, 
till  a  very  learned  Gentleman  looked 
at  him  through  pair  of  Speftaeles,  and 
told  his  Parents,  that  he  would  be  a 
a  very  litttle  man,  and  a  very  _great 
Man  ;  is  a  Riddle,  we  are  to  folv^ 
hy  and'Vy, 
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This  wns  laid  by^  ib'e  Gentlemnit' 
with  the  pair  of  Sp?6l^c!^s>  to  Tonrs 
Father^'  who  im.medktly  bought  for 
hh  Son^  all  Mr.  Oil)'?rnf;'s'littk  Books 
^nd-Tonie  read  from ■  the  Beginning; 
to  the  _  End,  firft'  tnie- Volume,  'ajid 
then  aro"h€r,  til:  he  had  aiade  him- 
f  t  1  f  •  m  a  ft  e  r  c^f '  t  h  e  v^-  h  o  I'e 

As  Tcni's  Father  had  been  nt 
EondoHi  hrycd  in  the  Train  Bands., 
atid  performed  many  Fests  of  Valour 
hoih  in- White  €hap]e  and  BunhiU^-. 
Fields',  h€  woird  have  his  ^on  be- 
conne  a  Wi^rriour  altOj  th^eforc  hia 
Mother  made  him  a  Sword  of  a  fmati 
MeedlCj  in  invulnerabk  Helmet  of  a- 
Hazel  Mut'  flie!!,-  aqd  a  coat  of  Mail' 
of  a  'Moufe's  of  which  he  was 

fo  fond,  thatlie  always  went  armed, - 
and  on  that  a^ccoiint  the  Neighbours- 
firft  called  hitti  Captai  •  rhumb,  thea. 
Colonel  Thunibj  and  at  hl\  obwamed- 
the  Name  of  GetieraL 

The  great  People*  as  wel!  a$  the 
little,  are  fubje£t  to  Misfortunes, 
from  which  rieiiher  Arms  nor  Ha-- 
^nours  can  prot«:^ct  -  them,  Goodyr 
l^humb  belnj^  one  Day  in  a  Hurry,, 
and  being  uiubis  to.drefs  ony 
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for  ber  fon^^  Dinner,  ^ave  him  a  Piece 
of  a  hogs  Sweet  bread,  and  bid  him 
C3^rry  it  to  the  bake  hcufe  to  be  dref- 
fed.  Tom  put  it  on  his  head  ,  and  as 
he  was  trv.  g  ng.  along,  a  Rogue  of  a 
il^ven,  who  irad  been  )onf^  ^j<ho?jt  the 


Vill<5}'^e  and  wis  half  wild,  mif^akin^ 
Wh  ^'om  and  his  meat  for  a  piece  of 
Carrion,  triifTed  him  up  in  his  clav/8 
s  I'l  flew  with  him  to  his  bliek  Sweet- 
heart foon  dirp?.tcbed  the  mrat^  but 
left  poor  Tom,  laid  alon^  fide  of 
their  egf^s  in  a  terrible  Fright,  and 
alnioft  per^hied  with  bungefv  Tom' 
wit,  however  J  foon  relieved  him  fronn^ 
this  Diftiefs^  for  perceiving  that  th.c 
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RaVeflS  were  flown  to  the  neK.f  Tree 
and  were  t  iCre  gcffipping  with  otr  er 
of  their  co^npanions,  he  flvy  run  his 
Sword  into  one  of  the  Ravels  g?. 
on  that  Side  which  Jay  do'^nwards/ 
and  clapping  his  Mouth  to  the  Place 
he  fucked  it,  and  m^de  a  niofi  dc* 
iiciaus  Repaft. 

After  a  few  days  Tom  faw  with 
coacern,  that  his  Rock  of  Food  greac- 
ly  decreafed  and  that  when  all  the 
E'^us  were  gone  he  ftiou  d  be  m 
danger  of  ftarving  ;  and  every  one 
fenovs,  it  muft  be  a  LiA  fhi^^g  to  be 
ilarved  upon  the  top  of  fuch  a  high 
Tree ;  he  therefore  watched  every 
Opportunity  of  making  his  Efc^ipe  i 
and  one  day»  when  there  was  but  one 
:egg  left»  and  the  llavens  were  gone 
out  for  food,  he  put  the  egg  in  his 
Pocket,  oppofite  the  Sword  Side,  ^lEid 
clasnberiiig  over  the  ^^eft,  let  himCdf 
down  from  branch  to  br:^nch  till  the 
Bark  of  the  Tree  became ^ough  enough 
for  him  to  lay  hold  &(,  and  then  ciung 
by  degre.'i  down  the  body  ;  ti^ed  and 
and  fatigued,  he  at  lait  came  lo  a 
jlarge  Limb^  where  there  w^s  ^  Soui;!- 


c^l^s  Netl,  and  there  he  crept  In  for 
ihelter  and  took  up  his  Lodging  for 
that  Night.  '  ■  V 

The  young  Squirrels  lilted  his 
Company  very  well  i  but^^  when  old 
Goody  Scug  carfte  h%me  fiic  feemed 
very  angry  but  wheti  flie  faw  Toml 
rpull  the  egg  out,,  of  his  pocket,  and 
found  that  he  did  not  intend  to  feaftj 
Oil  their  Food  he  became  eafy,  aud 
they.aJl  fat  down  and  fupped  together, 

Tom  arofe  in  the  morning  with  the 
Sun,  and  fet  out  on  his  Journey, 
traveling  ftill  on  the  rough  Bark  tiiJ 
almoft  n^'ght  ;  whea  a«  it  rained  very 
hard,  he  crept  for  Shelter  into 
Wren's  Neft  The  poor  Wren  was 
very  much  alarmed  pn  feeing  fo  for- 
midable  Fellow  enter  Her  d'l^elling 
which  was  then  full  oP^ypupg  onesj 
^nd  as  Tern  h a d^too  mucfr  ffiu inanity 
to  diOurb  a  wholeiFamiiy  he  feft  *h( 
j)Oor  difbeffrd  Mx^  and  tcol 
up  his  Lodging  a  bough  under  t hi: 
treehere  he  wa^'^^  .•  trc  m  th* 

rain^  A0m  in  the  Moaning  he  fe 
out  with  thr  Sun,  and  traveiJing  har< 
graved  at  the  bottom  of  the  Tree  a- 


about  noon,  where  he  was  atfackecl'by 
a  Humble  Bee,  with  whom  he  fought 
amoft  defperate  Battle,  he  attacked 
ou    Hero  full  in  «he  fac^.  Tom 
received  the  Blow  with  that  Un» 
dauntednefs  which  true  Courage  only 
xan  infpire,  and  drawing  his  Swvjfd, 
•  recurned  the  blow  v/ith  the  moll:  in- 
terpid  Refciution,  he  lie w  the  Bee, 
•rwhich  to  him  appeared  dreadftiii  as^ 
.Dragon  and  was  fanning  hirafelfwifh 
the  Flap  of  his  coat,  when  Efquire 
jBugle,  one  of  his  Faiher's  Friends, 
jod  by  from  Hunting;  i  om  halledkim, 
cbut  the  Efquire  was  at  too  great  a 
.JDiflancc  to  hear  him:  However,  one 
of  the  hounds;  which   Tom  knew, 
fnaking  up  to  him    he  laid  bold  of 
his  Ear,  fprung  upon  his  Back^^nd 
rode  Home  to  his  dlfconXohte  ner 
and  Mother,  who  received  him  with 
great  Joy.  ^ 

Tom  rfcumb's  Reputation  being 
firmly  edablifted  at  Home,  be  de- 
-tremir.ed  to  travel  into  foreign  Parts> 
'to  fee  if  he  could  fitsd  a  Nation  where 
.there  were  more  Foo;s  than  in  his 
^©vi-n.    He  was  for  a  long  tine  doubt- 


{    8  ) 

ful  what  part  he  fliould  firft  vifit. 
He  confulttd  bis  Fritnds  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  who  jsjeneraly  advifed  him  to 
fail  to  the  Kino:dom  of  Eagles  He 
took  their  /-  dvice  in  Part,  but  not  in 
the  whole  lor  knowing  that  a  ^hip 
wcmid  be  a  lo  g  time  failing  to  that 
far  diftant  countr?,  and  confidering 
3t  the  fame  time,  that  a  Phiiofopher 
might  trav")  without  Baggage,  and 
live  upon  his  Brains »  and  knowing 
aifo  ttrat  fhe  Eagles  were  now  about 
to  leave  the  Country  he  placed  hind- 
felf  in 'a  fmali  cheft,  of  his  own 
making,  which  had  a  door  on  one 
fide,  and  a-  ring  at  the  top,  very  ait- 
•fully  contrived  for  the  purpofe.  But 
thinkmg  it  adviiiable  to  take  a  nap 
before  he  departed,  he  laid  himfclf 
down  in  it  with  g?eat  compofure  of 
mind,  and  ilept  fome  time  ;  till  at 
I'dit  he  was  irighted  by  a  noife  over  his 
Head,  like  the  clapping  of  wings, 
and  fa w  througb  a  hole-  he  made  withj 
the  point  of  his  Sword,  that  an  f  aglb 
bad  got  the  iing  of  his  cheft  in  his 
Bekk^-  in  a  l^tl:  time,  the  Flu  ter  of 
wiilgs  feemed  to  incr.eafe;,  and  thoujh 
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he  was  tolTed  up  ai'd  dowii  like  t 
Sign  in  a  windy  day,  be  plainly  per- 
ceived that  he -rode  throun  h  the  Air 
and  o?er  the  Sea  at  a  furprifuvg  rate. 

We  mnfi  obferve  <ihat  Vom  like  a 
dutiful  Child,  confulted  both  his 
Father  and  mother  about  this  Method 

Traveliing,  who  objefted  to  it  and 
!*aid.  that  nothing  cotild  be  learned 
n'  Syimg  through  a  Country:  befides^ 
idded  they,  fliculd  an  Eagle  take  you 
jp,  he  may  let  the  cheft  fall  upon  a 
iock,  iikc  a  Tortoife,  pick  out  your 
>ody,  and  devour  it-  <As  n^uch^ 
juoth  Tom  as  by  galloping  through  a 
Country,  which  is  the  modern  mode 
if  travelling  ;  and  therefore  after 
:ifring  them  and  receiving  their  blef* 
ing,  he  prepared  for  his  journcyv 
>eing  determined  to  proje£t^  ai  ^ii 
lazards 

Tom.,  now  began  t^  think  that  the 
Lagle  might  ferve  him  the  tricky 
vhich  hu  Father  and  Mother  had  fo 
adicioufly  cautioned  him  agamft, 
v-as  prepared  for  t  rr:  worfl  that  ecu  d 
lappen,  and  the  Ea^;;e  beinij  b^-  this 
rime  arrived  in  his  own  Couatry, 
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Tom  perceived  he  vvas  on  ^  fiidd^?! 
darting     towards     t^e     Ground  \ 
'ivhen  cur  Ilero,  T>'iih  hi  a  wonted 
Finnnefsj  epenecr  the  Door  of  hTs 
eh  eft,  and  fa?ed  hinifelf  bv  j,unipi?jg 
inro  a  iarge  Mcfs  of  milk- porridge 
wbich  was   intended  fcr  the  Giani 
GriimhOj  v  ho  was  then  king  of  th.* 
Country,    llie  Giant  n  utterd  a  fe« 
words  V,  ith  a  gr  ,  wl,  whxh;made  ^hi 
V a  1 1  i e s  r in g ,  it  \v a s  ib  I c u d  ?< n d  d r e ad- 
fui ;  and  then  nuking  Mr<  Thumb  uf 
in  h i s  fp o o  n  ^  t  h  re  w  h  i  rr^  c  u  f  o f  i  h  ( 
Bowl  b  u  t  n  o  r  t  i  11  To     h  c' d  n  r  11;  t  a  k  f  r 
a  fup  or  two  of  the  Broth  He  lay 
feme  tiaie  by.  the  Giant^s  Leg,  wher 
B-e  ob  f e  r%' e  d  u  i  i  h  i  s  i-  £1  i  c  n  s  ^  a  n  d  fi  n  d 
ing  that  he  pulled  brerid  cut  cf  pocke 
to  crumb  hi^^;  fifcfs,  Torn  fidy  crep. 
up  his  coat  as  he  was  fittiii^i  down 
ard  got  into  his^  Pocket,  \».b€re  h 
it  a  Ued  }j  i  m  fel  f  f  or  fc    r?J  Da } 's,  tak 
i-ng  carej  wherre^/er  the  Gianrput  hi 
Hand  in  his  Focket,.  to  hide  bthin 
Mis  SnufFBox ;    and  whenever  tS 
Giant  ficpt,   Tom  got  Liquor  cut  C 
bis  Can.    in  the  ccui:fe  ot  his  Pit  fid 
eacg  here.^   £om  grew  fu.  hardy /tli* 

! 
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e  would  A'eque.i.ly  peep  ^it  of  the 
Jiant's  Pocket,  wlieli  he  tound  hini 
bout  a  bad  A£lIon,  and  after  giving 
im  a  Go  id  with  his  Swerd,  would 
oWly  call  out  Sirrah  !  what  are  you 
t  there,  Sirrah  !  and  pop  in  his 
[ead,  and  hide  behind  the  SnufF-Box 
5  ufual.  The  Giant  not  only  miffed 
is  Bread,  but  found  fomethinGf  in- 
ead  thereof  which  he  did  not  like  ; 
)r  rom  who  had  convey'd  all  the 
Qod  amorig  the  Litiings  of  the  folds, 
rK.  re  he  had  rOvOm  to  range,  but 
ladc  ufc  of  the  Packet  for  another 
'urpofe,  which  was  not  altogether 
lif,  but  he  could  not  help  it. 

Tom  continued  in  this  Situation 
ill  he  had  difcovered  the  Giant's 
)ifpofition,  which  he  found  was  very 
ad  \  for  he  had  a  very  heavy  Head 
fid  a  hard  Heart,  rom  knew  there 
irould  be  no  travelling  the  country 
/ith  till  he  had  broken  the  fpirii  of 
bis  turbulent  Giant,  and  r^.  1uced 
im  no  better  manners  :  he  therefore 
irould  fuffer  him  to  lefl,  but  when- 
ver  he  began  to  fleep^,  prickefl  him 
?ith  his  Lttle  fword,  fo  ih^tj  afte^ 


(  n  ) 

fame  time,  he  was  (b  weak  for  warn 
of  reft,  that  he  couid  r^ot  walk  H( 
kept  him  in  this  State  till  he  had  lear* 
ntd  the  Language  of  the  co?intry  j 
and  then  as  he  lay  in  bed,  Tom  eoi 
upon  kis  Breaft,  and  thus  add  re  fled 
himj,  Are  you  inclined,  O  Grnmbc 
«  to  live  or  to  die  ;  If  you  would  ]iv( 
^  you  muft  take  my  advice,  and  be- 

*  have  with  humanity  and  Kindncfi 

*  to  al!  yaur  fubjeds  and  to  me,  but 
^  if  you  would  rather  die  than  dc 
^  good,  do  fo  for  nobody  will  be  forrj 
^  for  yov»      The  Giant,  who  Kac 
never  fcen  Tom  before  but  in  hij 
Mefs  of  Ponidge,   thought  that  hi 
fell  from  the  Moon  to  punifh  his  In 
iquitics,  begged  that  ht  iDight  iive  ii 
make  amends  for  his  bad  Behaviour 
which  he  did,  and  was  very  fond  o 
Mr.  Thumb,  aiad  would  do  nothinj 
without  him  j  fo  that  Tom  in  a  man^ 
Tier  had  the  whole  direi^ion  of  th< 
Kingdom  After  Tom  had  lived  hen. 
ior  feme  years  he  married  the  King'i 
Daughtcfj  by  her  he  had  two  foni 
Gog  and  M^gog  two  great  Prinees 
GDC  year  waeh^'rdly  fpeiit,  when  Tort 
Was  rxdii-g  one  df  j  he  fell  of  bin  horfi 
and  was  killed  outirght.  F  I  N  i  J 


